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March 
 

10  NO SCHOOL-Professional Dev. 
 
13  PTO Movie Night  6:30 - 8:00 PM 
         “Frozen 2” 
16  Grade 5 Concert 
 7:00 - 8:30 PM (OH) 
 
17  St. Patrick’s Day Assembly– 9:45 AM 
 
18  Early Release - 1:15 dismissal 
 **parent/teacher conferences 
 
20  Spring Picture Day 
 
25  Early Release - 1:15 dismissal 
 **parent/teacher conferences 

April 
 

 1 Early Release - 1:15 dismissal 
 **parent/teacher conferences 
 
 2 Math Night 6:30-7:30 PM 
 
 6 TE Alumni Visit with Grade 5 
 10:00-11:00 AM 
 
 7 Grade 5 Lewis & Clark Day 
 
 8 Early Release - 1:15 dismissal 
 **parent/teacher conferences 
        SBAC Night - 6:30 p.m.—7:30 p.m. 

April cont. 
 

 9 Rain Date - Lewis & Clark Day 
 
10  NO SCHOOL- GOOD FRIDAY 
 
13-17      NO SCHOOL 
    SPRING BREAK 
 
21  Grade 1 to Children’s Museum 
 
22  Earth Day Parade, 10:00 AM 
 PTO Book Fair 
 Early Release - 1:15 dismissal 
 
23  Grade 5 to Old Sturbridge Village 
 PTO Book Fair 
 
24  PTO Book Fair 
 PTO Ice Cream Social  
 6:30-8:00 PM 
 
27   SBAC Testing Begins 
 
29 Early Release - 1:15 dismissal 

Important Dates 

Early Release Wednesdays 
As a reminder. our Early Release Wednesdays 
will resume again on March 18th.  If you have 
any questions about the school calendar, you 
can always access the 2019-2020 District Cal-
endar on our website. 



 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Subs tute Teachers Needed 
 
 

Do you want to make a posi ve 
difference in the South Windsor 

community? 
Do you enjoy working with school age 

children? 
Are you looking for a flexible schedule 

that meets your family's needs? 
South Windsor Public Schools is accepting 
applications for substitute teachers to provide 
classroom support to students in elementary, 
middle and high school. Assignments for 
substitute teachers are available at all grade 
levels and all subject areas. 
 
Effective October 1, 2019, substitute teachers will 
be paid $90/day for full day assignments, and 
daily substitute teachers who hold a teaching 
certification (or are retired teachers) will be paid 
$100/day for full day assignments. 
 
To learn more about this great opportunity,  go to 
http://www.southwindsorschools.org/departments/
personnel_and_administration/substitutes   

 

SBAC Night 
 

Do you want to learn more about the Smarter Balanced 
Assessment?  Do you want to 
learn how you can help your 
child prepare for the assessment?  
Do you want to try out some 
practice problems? 
 
If you answered yes to any of these questions, then 
please join us for our SBAC Night on Wednesday, 
April 8th at 6:30 p.m. in our gymnasium. 
 
We will have an informational presentation followed 
by an opportunity for parents and students to try out 
some practice problems together! 

Grade 5 Chorus Concert 
Orchard Hill Gr 5 Music Concert 

March 16, 2020 
Orchard Hill Gym 7pm 

Grades 5 Band, Orchestra & Chorus 
This year 5th grade Chorus rehearsals will take 
place once a week during the regular Wednesday 
schedule January – March. We will have one con-
cert at Orchard Hill School on March 16. This 
concert will feature all of our 5th graders. Stu-
dents will work hard for this ONE SPECTACU-
LAR event which includes chorus, Band and Or-
chestra. PLEASE mark your calendars as every 
student is important in the performance!! You 
will receive more information as we get closer to 
the performance date.  

INVENTION CONVENTION 
 
On February 1st  the fifth 
graders participated in South 
Windsor’s District Wide Inven-
tion Convention. In STEM 
class students worked through the Engineering De-
sign Process to invent a solution to a problem. Stu-
dents built prototypes of their inventions and had an 
opportunity at the Invention Convention to explain 
their ideas to a group of judges. Judges scored in-
ventions based on originality, use of Invention Pro-
cess, invention effectiveness, practicality and need. 
Everyone worked hard  and did a great job. Con-
gratulations to the following Orchard Hill students 
who were selected to participate in the Connecticut 
Invention Convention on May 2nd at UCONN: 
Anvitha Jayavarapu, Aidan Matus, Meghaa Selva-
kumar, Hailey Olints, Luke Marotto, Avaneesh Amit 
Savkar, and Alyssa Jaskulski.  



From the Literacy Department…Supporting Your Reader at Home, Part 5 

Building a Library at Home 
 
This week’s Pajama and PJs day had me thinking not only about the children who will 
receive the books, but also about students right here in our own school community. 
How many of our students have a library of books at home from which they can choose 
a book to read at any time? Research shows that children learn what the adults in their 
lives model. So it would stand to reason that children read if their parents read. 
 
I grew up surrounded by books. My nana would read to my siblings and I almost every 
day. My mom would read us bedtime stories. My brothers would sit at the breakfast table reading the cereal boxes. 
My mom was always reading a book or magazine. My dad could be found reading the newspaper, a professional 
journal, or a book. I remember my siblings and I each had a small bookcase of books in our rooms and my mom took 
us on frequent trips to Mary Cheney Library in Manchester. We would check out as many books as we were allowed 
to bring home for the week. I guess it’s no surprise that I grew up to become a reading teacher.  
 
Research has shown that surrounding children with quality books leads to improved literacy skills. An October 2018 
article in SmithsonianMag.com reported on research out of Australia focused on the effects of growing up in a home 
with a library. “Research has already suggested that opening a book may help improve brain function, reduce stress, 
and even make us more empathetic. [T]he researchers' expansive new study suggests that homes with ample librar-
ies can arm children with skills that persist into adulthood...Growing up with few books in the home resulted in below 
average literacy levels. Being surrounded by 80 books boosted the levels to average, and literacy continued to im-
prove until libraries reached about 350 books, at which point the literacy rates leveled off” (Smithsonianmag.com 
2018). 

 
Consider creating your own library at home. You can use an old bookcase, a laundry basket, or an old toy box. Any-
thing that can hold books qualifies. Paint it. Decorate it. Make it special. Then begin to fill that library with a variety of 
reading materials such as: 

 Books 
 

 Magazines 
 

 Poems 
 

 Travel brochures 
 

 Song lyrics 
 

 Family scrapbooks 
 
 
Check out this link at Reading Rockets to help you get a start on building a home library or refreshing the one you 
already have. https://www.readingrockets.org/article/fresh-look-your-home-library Email me pictures of your home 
library to share in the next newsletter. 

Reference: https://www.smithsonianmag.com/smart-news/growing-surrounded-books-may-bolster-skills-later-life-180970523/  

Happy Reading!      Miss LaMontagne, Literacy Coach  

 


